. Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc.
Hudson Highlands 14 Coris Lane

FJOI’d Trail Beacon, NY 12508
hhft.org

Contact:
Lori Moss, Communications Manager

Imoss@hhft.org / 845-625-3301

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Responds to Lawsuits Filed by Town of Philipstown & Village of Cold
Spring and Local Opposition Group Protect the Highlands

On May 20, two legal challenges to the Fjord Trail FGEIS were filed against the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation and HHFT. The first was filed by Protect the Highlands (PTH), a local
opposition group, and three Cold Spring landowners. The second was filed jointly by the Town of Philipstown
and the Village of Cold Spring and names NYS Parks and HHFT, as well as Putnam County, and a Cold Spring
resident as defendants.

These lawsuits seek to limit public access to the Hudson Highlands. They are in direct conflict with majority
support from local residents, and many local taxpayers are being forced to fund a legal action they do not
support.

HHFT and New York State have approached the Fjord Trail with a transparent, thorough, and extensively
executed environmental review process, in accordance with law, with years of public input.

“Nothing has changed. The Fjord Trail will be a beautiful, well-loved asset to the region, and to the state,
welcoming people of all ages and, importantly, of all abilities, to enjoy the Hudson Highlands and the Hudson
River,” said HHFT President & CEO Peter Mullan. “We are moving forward in our work to both steward this
precious landscape and make it accessible to residents and visitors alike.”

“The reality, which is well known to all stakeholders, is that the Fjord Trail has undergone extensive review
under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), with State Parks acting as the lead agency. It has
also been subject to years of public input from environmental experts, other state agencies, community
members, and municipal authorities. We are confident in the diligence and rigor of the environmental review
process in accordance with SEQRA, and we will continue to be a collaborative partner with our community and
the State of New York.”

Important facts to note:

o The Fjord Trail is reducing, not increasing, pressure on local emergency responders. Early
improvements along the Route 9D/Breakneck corridor have already decreased rescue calls, with
further reductions expected as infrastructure, wayfinding, and on-site trained staff continue to
improve safety.

e The Fjord Trail is intentionally designed to manage and disperse existing demand by introducing
infrastructure and planning that reduces congestion and improves safety, distributing visitation along
a 7.5-mile trail with six entry points.
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e The majority of projected visitation for the Fjord Trail is not new: over half of annual projected visits
represent people who will already come to the region, regardless of whether the Fjord Trail is built.

e The Trail has undergone a comprehensive environmental review under the State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The Trail is designed to protect and improve the Hudson Highlands
environment, not degrade it. The project avoids sensitive habitats, replaces invasive species with
native plants, repairs erosion borne of stormwater and unmanaged use, and strengthens shoreline
resiliency.

e The Fjord Trail is a collaborative project shaped by years of municipal and community feedback,
resulting in meaningful refinements to parking locations, traffic management, safety features, and
construction planning.

e Local leadership has been engaged for years through meetings, Q&As, and direct outreach, with
feedback incorporated into the project and nearly $500,000 provided to support local improvements.

e Local officials have been clear that town and village resources are stretched thin — making it
questionable to use precious local taxpayer resources to conduct futile and wasteful legal challenges
that few residents agree with.

“I co-founded Philipstown Advocates for Trails several years ago as a way for local residents to support
equitable and forward-thinking projects like the Fjord Trail. PAT promotes the construction, upkeep, and
access of multi-use trails and paths for community residents, both for their recreation and as a means of them
getting around the neighborhood. The Fjord Trail checks all these boxes and we are satisfied with the results of
the very thorough environmental review process.”

“Protect the Highlands represents a loud minority of the Philipstown community that are opposed to the Fjord
Trail. Meantime, Philipstown Advocates for Trails is made up of local residents who support the trail. We are
raising our voice and urge the village and town municipal leaders to work with, not against, HHFT to ensure the
trail adequately addresses the concerns and preferences of local people.”

- Paul Thompson, Co-founder of Philipstown Advocates for Trails

“As mayor of the largest community adjacent to the Fjord Trail, | cannot wait for this resource to be available
for the residents of Beacon, of all ages and abilities. It can’t happen fast enough.”
- City of Beacon Mayor Lee Kyriacou



