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Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail (HHFT) Responds to Cold Spring Resolution to 
Pursue Article 78 Litigation and Threat of Legal Action from Philipstown 

Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees Passes Resolution to Initiate Article 78 Lawsuit Against 
State Parks & Non-Profit Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, at taxpayer expense with minimal notice to 
public. Town of Philipstown Board expected to do the same. 

At their Wednesday April 8, 2026 meeting, the Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees passed a resolution to 
pursue an Article 78 lawsuit at taxpayer expense. An item entitled “Discussion regarding a response from the 
town to the Fjord Trail FEIS” appears on the Town of Philipstown Board’s April 9, 2026 agenda. 
 
An Article 78 proceeding is used to challenge a decision made by an officer or agency of New York State or 
local governments. Article 78 proceedings challenging environmental reviews carry a high burden of proof for 
the plaintiffs, which is very rarely met when an EIS has been prepared. Taxpayers of Cold Spring—and 
Philipstown, if the Town Board moves to make a similar resolution—are being asked to fund a frivolous and 
expensive lawsuit. 

Peter Mullan, President & CEO of HHFT said Thursday, “I’m deeply disappointed with this approach; HHFT has 
made every effort to nurture a collaborative partnership with Philipstown and Cold Spring. Work on the Fjord 
Trail has been thoughtfully staged over the next several years, based on feedback from local communities. We 
are collaborating with Putnam County, Philipstown, and Cold Spring on the pending NYS DOT TAP grant to 
complete sidewalks on Fair Street by committing $450,000 in matching funds required for the project to be 
eligible. Why is this type of divisive, incendiary action necessary at tremendous local taxpayer expense, 
especially as local governments deal with stretched budgets and cut services? The Supervisor and Mayor seem 
intent on continuing to foster a climate of conflict.  

“What doesn’t change is that the Fjord Trail will restore local ecosystems and allow one of New York’s most 
beautiful and popular parks to welcome visitors of all ages and abilities and provide more equitable access to 
nature for families of all incomes. Numerous rigorous studies, with continuous environmental oversight from 
multiple state agencies, have borne these assertions out through an extensive and transparent public 
process.” 

There are clear-cut conflicts that raise troubling public accountability issues. Two Village Trustees are active 
members of the local opposition group Protect the Highlands but were not recused from voting for this 
conflict of interest. Additionally, the Town of Philipstown has adopted a Code of Ethics (§21-3 and 21-4) 
requiring officials to avoid participation in matters when personal, familial, or business relationships may 
create conflicts of interest. Those standards exist for a reason and should be followed. 
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The following facts are notable: 

Myth: HHFT will drive over-tourism and overcrowding, bringing up to one million visitors annually to the area.  

Fact: The Fjord Trail is specifically designed to reduce existing congestion, not create it. More than half of total 
projected annual visits (637,000) to the region’s trails and parks will occur regardless of whether Fjord Trail is 
built. Only 268,700 of these projected annual visits are directly attributable to the Fjord Trail alone. By 
creating a linear park with multiple entry points, HHFT will better disperse existing and new visitors. Planned 
infrastructure will help manage visitation and relieve the strain that concentrated crowds currently place on 
small communities.  

Myth: HHFT will worsen traffic, with the majority of visitors projected to arrive by car, and overwhelming local 
roads.  

Fact: HHFT is implementing a comprehensive, three-part strategy to reduce congestion and improve traffic 
flow: relocating and managing parking (including a shuttle from new lots north of Breakneck), encouraging 
train use via nearby Metro-North stations including a fully renovated station at Breakneck Ridge, and 
improving traffic flow with better wayfinding and traffic calming measures in coordination with NYS DOT.  

Myth: HHFT will harm the environment, with construction destroying acres of habitat.  

Fact: HHFT is committed to the long-term ecological stewardship of the Hudson Highlands, and the Fjord Trail 
is designed to protect and improve the Hudson Highlands environment, not degrade it. The project avoids 
sensitive habitats, replaces invasive species with native plants, repairs erosion borne of stormwater and 
unmanaged use, and strengthens shoreline resiliency. The Fjord Trail has also undergone a comprehensive 
environmental review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).  
Case in point: sensitive preservation is already underway. Specific trees, shrubs, and native plants were 
carefully removed from the Wade’s Hill/Nimham Extension Trail site before construction began and are being 
cared for in a nursery by HHFT’s staff ecologist. These plants will be replanted when construction is 
completed. These, along with hundreds of additional native flora, will be added to the site to improve 
ecological health. 

Myth: HHFT will put an undue burden on local volunteer emergency responders. 

Fact: With each completed early improvement made by HHFT and NYS Parks – in the Route 9D/Breakneck 
Corridor, including Nimham Trail and the Breakneck Upper Overlook – calls for mountain rescues have 
decreased. That trend is likely to continue as improved infrastructure and wayfinding, and additional on-land 
HHFT certified park staff are brought online. 

 
# # # 

 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) is a subsidiary nonprofit of Scenic Hudson, Inc., an organization 
devoted to sustaining and enhancing the Hudson Valley’s inspirational beauty and health for generations to 
come. HHFT’s mission is to create and steward a 7.5-mile linear park along the Hudson River that solves 
existing safety concerns around visitation, provides welcoming access to people of all ages and abilities, 
restores and protects natural resources, and enhances quality of life for local communities. The Fjord Trail will 
add organized parking, public restrooms, trash/recycling collection, and distribute users of the park along a 
7.5-mile route with six main access points. For more information, visit hhft.org. 
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