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Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. receives $67,022 grant from New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
 
Grant provides critical support to ecosystems impacted by aquatic and terrestrial invasive species; HHFT 
project will restore heavily degraded forest structure currently dominated by mugwort in Hudson 
Highlands State Park Preserve 
 
On March 30, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Amanda 
Lefton announced more than $5.1 million to reduce the negative impacts of aquatic and terrestrial 
invasive species on natural resources, infrastructure, agriculture, and local economies. The 51 awarded 
projects will strengthen prevention, early detection, rapid response, management, and restoration 
efforts statewide, supporting long-term ecosystem health, economic stability, and community 
wellbeing.  
 
“Managing invasive species and mitigating their negative impacts to our lands and waters is essential to 
the environment, public health, and quality of life,” said Commissioner Lefton. “Investing in science-
based management and strong local partnerships is strengthening New York’s efforts to combat invasive 
species, protect biodiversity, build more resilient ecosystems, and protect our forests, waters, farms, 
and communities.” 
 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) was awarded $67,022 for their Upper Overlook Restoration & 
Resiliency Project, which will restore a 1.7-acre section of Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve that has 
been heavily degraded by invasive shrubs, vines, and herbaceous species.  
 
The project’s overarching goal is to reduce invasive plant dominance, reestablish native forest structure, 
and build a durable monitoring and adaptive management framework that supports long-term 
ecological recovery and resilience.  
 
The project will implement a four-part workplan to reduce invasive plant cover; restore native tree, 
shrub, and herbaceous layers; implement long-term monitoring and adaptive management; and engage 
volunteers and partners in long-term stewardship. Work will occur from 2026–2029, with continued 
monitoring and adaptive management through 2034. 
 
Upon completion of the project, the Upper Overlook project area will exhibit significantly reduced 
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invasive plant pressure, renewed native tree growth, and stable native herbaceous and shrub layers, 
supported by a scientifically rigorous monitoring program and an engaged stewardship community. The 
restored site will be more resilient to future disturbance, aligned with DEC and Lower Hudson 
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species (LH PRISM) strategic objectives, and serve as a model for 
restoration within high-use State Park landscapes. 
 

 
Rendering of Upper Overlook at Breakneck, credit SCAPE 
 
The Upper Overlook Restoration & Resiliency Project is being implemented during HHFT’s construction 
of the Breakneck Connector & Bridge, which is part of the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail. Upper Overlook 
is within one of three major trailhead areas that are closed during construction, which will increase the 
restoration project’s chances for success.  
 

# # # 
 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) is a subsidiary nonprofit of Scenic Hudson, Inc., an organization 
devoted to sustaining and enhancing the Hudson Valley’s inspirational beauty and health for 
generations to come. HHFT’s mission is to create and steward a 7.5-mile linear park along the Hudson 
River that solves existing safety concerns around visitation, provides welcoming access to people of all 
ages and abilities, restores and protects natural resources, and enhances quality of life for local 
communities. The Fjord Trail will add organized parking, public restrooms, trash/recycling collection, and 
distribute users of the park along a 7.5-mile route with six main access points. For more information, 
visit hhft.org. 
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