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Three Breakneck Ridge Trailheads Remain Closed as Construction Resumes on
Breakneck Connector

Breakneck Ridge, Wilkinson Memorial, and Lower Brook trailheads and adjacent Breakneck Ridge Metro-
North Railroad station will remain closed throughout 2026; work includes renovated Metro-North station and
improved site ecology

Project renderings can be viewed HERE

FISHKILL, NY — New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), Metro-North
Railroad (MNR), New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail,
Inc. (HHFT), and New York-New Jersey Trail Conference (NYNJTC) remind park-goers that the Breakneck
Ridge, Wilkinson Memorial, and Lower Brook trailheads and the adjacent Breakneck Ridge Metro-North
Station, which closed on April 21, 2025, will remain closed throughout 2026.

With the start of spring hiking season approaching and multiple road construction projects happening
simultaneously, it is more important than ever to consider the impact of these closures when planning visits
to the area.

The trailhead and station closures allow for the complete renovation of Metro-North Railroad’s Breakneck
Ridge station and construction of the Fjord Trail Breakneck Connector and Bridge. The new Breakneck
Connector trail and pedestrian bridge will provide hikers with an alternative to walking along State Route 9D
to access popular trailheads and will create cohesive access to and from the new Breakneck Ridge train
station.

Construction will also address longstanding issues of safety, accessibility, and environmental health in the
project area. The addition of sidewalks, organized and formalized parking, including small lots on the west
side of Route 9D, enhanced crosswalks, and wayfinding signage will facilitate a safer experience for both
motorists and trail users. Improved access points for first responders at Breakneck Ridge will also increase
safety in the area.

The Breakneck Connector and Bridge will meet Accessibility Guidelines for Federal Outdoor Developed Areas
(AGODA) standards; associated facilities, including restrooms, will be ADA-compliant, providing increased
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access to the river and views of Storm King Mountain via a new Lower Overlook at the foot of Breakneck
Ridge. Environmental resilience investments will help combat erosion by removing invasive vegetation and
replanting with native trees, shrubs, and pollinator-friendly flowering plants.
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1D Trail Name Blaze Length
BB Breakneck Bypass Red 0.76 mi
BL Blue Blue 0.30 mi
BR Breakneck Ridge White 4.40 mi
BK Brook Red 0.61 mi
CC Cornish Connector Blue/Red 0.13 mi
CT Casino Red 2.32 mi
CN Cornish Blue 2.53 mi
DB Dry Brook Yellow  0.76 mi
DP Dennings Point White 1.60 mi
y FR Fishkill Ridge White  4.60 mi
i HT Highlands Trail Teal 1.30 mi
LS Lonestar Blue 1.00 mi
NV Nelsonville Green 210 mi
NH Nimham Green 0.53 mi
NT Notch Blue 1.98 mi
OL Overlook Red 1.70 mi
SR Split Rock Red 0.27 mi
uc  Undercliff Yellow  3.80 mi
UCE Undercliff Bypass Green 0.23 mi
WB Washburn White 3.80 mi
WM Wilkinson Memorial Yellow  7.80 mi

Closure Area

Trail closure map courtesy of New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Site improvements will also include the addition of HHFT-managed restrooms, an information kiosk, a bike
tune-up station, and new overlooks for visitors to enjoy the views of the Hudson Highlands and Hudson River.

During construction, there is no public access to the Breakneck Ridge, Wilkinson Memorial, or Lower Brook
trailheads, which will remain closed until construction is completed. All other trailheads in the North and
South Highlands including Washburn/Cornish trailheads, Notch Trailhead, Little Stony Point and Mt. Beacon
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Trailhead will remain open and accessible to the public while construction is underway. Nearby Fahnestock
State Park is a good alternate destination to avoid overcrowding and parking issues.

Park-goers should note that there is limited parking for these trailheads, which fills up early on busy spring
weekends.

Beginning just prior to Memorial Day weekend, New York-New Jersey Trail Conference trail stewards and
Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve staff will be stationed in the park to assist and orient hikers through
the end of peak hiking season.

HH#H

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) is a subsidiary nonprofit of Scenic Hudson, Inc., an organization
devoted to sustaining and enhancing the Hudson Valley’s inspirational beauty and health for generations to
come. HHFT’s mission is to create and steward a 7.5-mile linear park along the Hudson River that solves
existing safety concerns around visitation, provides welcoming access to people of all ages and abilities,
restores and protects natural resources, and enhances quality of life for local communities. The Fjord Trail
will add organized parking, public restrooms, trash/recycling collection, and distribute users of the park along
a 7.5-mile route with six main access points. For more information, visit hhft.org.
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