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New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Releases State Environmental Quality Review Findings Statement for
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail

Beacon, NY — Today, lead agency New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
(OPRHP) released their State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) findings for the Hudson Highlands Fjord
Trail Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS). This action marks the completion of the SEQR
process that included the preparation and publishing of the Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement
(DGEIS) on December 4, 2024, a 90-day public comment period, which included a public hearing, and
subsequent rigorous ten-month review by the lead agency, and the release of the FGEIS on January 7, 2026.
More than 2,300 unique comments were received during this process.

The findings confirm that OPRHP has considered the relevant environmental impacts, facts, and conclusions
disclosed in the FGEIS; demonstrates that the agency has weighed and balanced the relevant environmental
impacts against necessary social, economic, and other considerations; provides a written rationale with the
reasoning behind the agency's decision; formally certifies that all requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617 (the
SEQRA regulations) have been met; and certifies that adverse environmental impacts will be avoided or
minimized to the maximum extent practicable. With the SEQR process concluded, HHFT can fully implement
the core elements of the Fjord Trail expressed in the project’s master plan.

The FGEIS Findings Statement, prepared by OPRHP, includes a table of actions, which Hudson Highlands Fjord
Trail, Inc. is required to take, to prevent, reduce, or address potential adverse environmental impacts of the
Fjord Trail project. Additionally, OPRHP is requiring HHFT to conduct post-opening monitoring of traffic
conditions and emergency responses in the Trail Corridor, and to use the collected data to make operational
adjustments to ensure needs are adequately met.

“As an organization dedicated to caring for the natural environment and improving people’s access to enjoy
it, HHFT applauds the level of rigor involved in this SEQR process,” said HHFT President and CEO Peter
Mullan. “These measures reflect our responsibility to protect the landscape while building and operating the
Fjord Trail linear park to serve people of all ages and abilities. HHFT looks forward to working with our state
partners and the community to bring the Fjord Trail vision to reality.”

“The approach suggested in the findings — measuring impacts, learning from them, and making
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improvements over time — aligns with HHFT’s values,” added HHFT Executive Director Amy Kacala. “It
embodies our long-term commitment to responsible park stewardship and will guide how the Fjord Trail is
operated and cared for in the years ahead.”

The SEQR Findings Statement on the Fjord Trail project can be reviewed at https://parks.ny.gov/plans as well
as on HHFT's website.

#

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) is a subsidiary nonprofit of Scenic Hudson, Inc., an organization
devoted to sustaining and enhancing the Hudson Valley’s inspirational beauty and health for generations to
come. HHFT’s mission is to create and steward a 7.5-mile linear park along the Hudson River that solves
existing safety concerns around visitation, provides welcoming access to people of all ages and abilities,
restores and protects natural resources, and enhances quality of life for local communities. The Fjord Trail
will add organized parking, public restrooms, trash/recycling collection, and distribute users of the park along
a 7.5-mile route with six main access points. For more information, visit hhft.org.
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