
To: Interested Parties
From: Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc.
Date: June 25, 2024
Re: Harris Poll Survey Results

The Harris Poll conducted a survey online1 in the U.S. on behalf of Hudson Highlands Fjord
Trail, Inc. among 400 Cold Spring, Philipstown, Beacon, and Fishkill (i.e., project area)
residents, and 400 residents from additional communities in the Hudson Valley region (i.e.,
service area), ages 18+. Taken together, the project area and service area are referred to as the
“surrounding Hudson Valley region” or “total region.” The survey was conducted April 3-25,
2024.

The results indicate overwhelming support for the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail project,
including 87% of residents who have heard of the project and live in the project area, and 87%
of residents from the surrounding Hudson Valley region who have heard of the project.

Key Findings Among Residents:

Residents express concerns about the current state of recreation and hiking in their
communities. More than 9-in-10 residents in the project area (96%) have at least one concern
with an average of 3.5 concerns per resident. That is slightly higher than in the surrounding
Hudson Valley region (90% have at least one concern with an average of 2.9 per resident).

1 Data are weighted where necessary by age, by gender, race/ethnicity, education, and marital status, as well as county for the
service area subgroup, to bring them in line with their actual proportions in the population. Respondents for this survey were
selected from among those who have agreed to participate in Harris Poll surveys. The sampling precision of Harris online polls is
measured by using a Bayesian credible interval. For this study, the sample data is accurate to within ± 6.0 percentage points for
the total (i.e., surrounding Hudson Valley region) and ± 8.4 percentage points for the project area, using a 95% confidence level.



The specific concerns vary based on individual experience. In the project area, when asked
to provide their top concern, half of residents with a concern mention either littering and trash
management (21%), crowding of current public spaces (16%), or the safety of pedestrians on
busy roadways (e.g., 9D) (13%). In the surrounding Hudson Valley region, the focus is on
littering and trash management (17%), safety of pedestrians on busy roadways (e.g., 9D) (15%),
and the lack of recreational trails that are flat/accessible for people of all abilities (12%).

The community wants changes. A majority of project area residents (68%) believe their
current park options are inadequate. This sentiment is felt somewhat more strongly in the
surrounding Hudson Valley region, where 73% say public park choices are inadequate.
Approximately 3-in-4 across the total region say addressing the following concerns with outdoor
recreation in the region is either extremely or very important and sentiment is slightly more
pronounced in the project area.

Community members are well informed about the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail project,
particularly in the project area. In the project area, 38% are extremely familiar, 83% are
extremely or very familiar, and only 5% have not heard anything about the Fjord Trail project.
Almost a third (32%) of residents in the surrounding Hudson Valley region are extremely familiar
with the Fjord Trail project, 71% are extremely or very familiar, and only 7% have never heard of
it.
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The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail project is widely supported by communities as a
solution to address residents’ concerns. Among project area residents who have heard of
the Fjord Trail project, 87% support the project, with 44% expressing strong support. Among
residents who have heard of the trail in the surrounding Hudson Valley region, support is also
87% (42% strongly support).

Residents highlight numerous reasons to support the Fjord Trail. In the surrounding Hudson
Valley region, the number one reason why they support the trail is because they believe it will
allow residents of all abilities to enjoy the outdoors (43%), followed by it will be good for the
regional economy (37%), it will improve the quality of life for residents (36%), and it will provide
greater access to the river (36%). In the project area, the main reasons in support are because
it is designed in an environmentally conscious and resilient way (46%), it will allow residents of
all abilities to enjoy the outdoors (45%), it will make the community safer for hikers (41%), and it
will be good for the regional economy (41%).
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By a 4 to 1 margin, arguments in favor of the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail project
outweigh arguments against for residents in the surrounding Hudson Valley region.
Residents in the project area also overwhelmingly agree the Fjord Trail will improve their
community and that the benefits will outweigh any potential consequences.
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Appendix – Explanation of Survey Region

Project Area
Village of Cold Spring
Philipstown (including Garrison, Nelsonville, and North Highlands,
excluding the Village of Cold Spring)
Beacon
Town of Fishkill
Service Area
Bear Mountain
Buchanan
Cornwall
Cornwall on Hudson
Cortlandt
Cortlandt Manor
Croton on Hudson
Fort Montgomery
Highland Falls
Montrose
New Windsor
Newburgh
Peekskill
Putnam Valley
Tompkins Cove
Wappingers Falls
West Point

Project Area + Service Area = Total Region, AKA surrounding Hudson Valley region.
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