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Project Area

Village of Cold Spring

Philipstown (Including Garrison and Nelsonville)
Town of Fishkill

Beacon

Service Area

Bear Mountain
Buchanan
Cornwall

Cornwall on Hudson
Cortlandt
Cortlandt Manor
Croton on Hudson
Fort Montgomery
Highland Falls
Montrose

New Windsor
Newburgh
Peekskill

Putnam Valley
Tompkins Cove
Wappingers Falls
West Point




Research Methodology

Detailed Methodology Statement:

The Harris Poll conducted a survey online in the U.S. on behalf of Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail,
Inc. among 400 Cold Spring, Philipstown, Beacon, and Fishkill (i.e., project area) residents, and
400 residents from additional communities in the Hudson Valley region (i.e., service area),
ages 18+. Taken together, the project area and service area are referred to as the “surrounding
Hudson Valley region” or “total region”. The survey was conducted April 3-25, 2024.

Data are weighted where necessary by age, by gender, race/ethnicity, education, and marital
status, as well as county for the service area subgroup, to bring them in line with their actual
proportions in the population.

Respondents for this survey were selected from among those who have agreed to participate
in Harris Poll surveys. The sampling precision of Harris online polls is measured by using a
Bayesian credible interval. For this study, the sample data is accurate to within + 6.0
percentage points for the surrounding Hudson Valley region and + 8.4 percentage points for
the project area, using a 95% confidence level.

All sample surveys and polls, whether or not they use probability sampling, are subject to
other multiple sources of error which are most often not possible to quantify or estimate,
including, but not limited to coverage error, error associated with nonresponse, error
associated with question wording and response options, and post-survey weighting and
adjustments.
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Primary takeaways from survey results

* Residents are aware of the Fjord Traill,
overwhelmingly support the project, and view it
as a solution.

« Residents have concerns about the current state of
recreation.

 Residents want change.
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Residents express concerns about the current state
of recreation and hiking in their communities

Concerns About Outdoor Recreation and
Hiking in the Hudson Highlands

Allowed to select more than one J . .
m Project Area m Total Region

Crowding of current public spaces 31%

Safety of pedestrians on busy roadways (e.g., 9D) 34%

Lack of facilities for tourists and visitors, including bathrooms "31%

Crowding of current park spaces

Lack of access to the waterfront 2

Number of visitors/tourists "24%

Lack of recreational trails that are flat/accessible for people of all

Littering and trash management 34% 42%
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37%

36%
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Lack of parking
34%

33%
32%

33%

Noise 19%
32%
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28%
28%

None
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10%




While specific concerns vary by individual
experience, the community wants change

Extremely/Very Important for the Following
Concerns to be Addressed

] m Project Area = Total Region

i 90%
N 87%
0
Lack of recreational trails that are flat/accessible for people of all _ 81%
abilities 74%
.. . 81%
i 81%

Lack of facilities for tourists and visitors, including bathrooms

Crowding of current public spaces 77%
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Lack of access to the waterfront
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76%

Crowding of current park spaces 77%




Community members are well informed about
the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Project,
particularly in the project area

( Familiarity with the J

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Project

[ Project Area ]
[ Total Region ]

m Never heard of it  Have heard of it, but am not familiar = Somewhat familiar m Very familiar m Extremely familiar




The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail project is widely
supported by communities as a solution to
address residents’ concerns

Support for the Hudson Highlands Fjord Project

[Among respondents who have heard of the Fjord Trail Project]

Total
support
[ Project Area ] 87%

m Strongly oppose w Somewhat oppose Neutral m Somewhat support | Strongly support
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Residents highlight numerous reasons for
supporting the Fjord Trall

Reasons to Support the Trail
l Among respondents who support the project

Allowed to select more than one m Project Area m Total Region

: ) . ) . . 46%
It is designed in an environmentally conscious and resilient way

35%

45%
43%

41%

It will allow residents of all abilities to enjoy the outdoors

It will make my community safer for hikers

31%
41%
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It will be good for the regional economy
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It will improve the quality of life for residents

It will provide greater access to the river
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It brings much-needed resources to improve park infrastructure 3
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It helps solve already existing problems
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The region needs more parks/trails 329

28% n
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The people | know support it 239,



By a 4 to 1 margin, arguments in favor of the Hudson
Highlands Fjord Trail project outweigh arguments
against for residents in the surrounding Hudson
Valley region.

[ Agreement with Pro/Con ]

Arguments [ Project Area ] [ Total Region ]

“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will provide more access for everyone to
experience and enjoy the Hudson River and Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve.”
Vs.
“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail is going to create a miles long tourist attraction
that will disturb the natural beauty of the Hudson Highlands.”

74% 79%

26% 21%

“| believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail is a solution to better manage tourism for the
Hudson Highland State Parks to ensure no one community bears the burden of visitors.”
vS.

“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will attract even more visitors to the region,
overburdening an already stretched community.”

77% 82%

23% 18%

“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail is designed to protect the local environment,
ensure the waterfront is resilient in the face of rising water levels, and remove invasive species.”

vs.

“I believe that building the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail is going to harm the local environment 23%
by encroaching on environmentally sensitive areas and displacing vulnerable species.”

77% 83%

17%

“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will provide additional park facilities, and
resources that the communities around the trail need.”
vs. .

“I believe that the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will create an additional strain on the already
stretched resources of the surrounding communities.”

73% 79%

1

27% 21%




Thank You




