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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT:
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail Pedestrian Bridge Design
Receives “Excellence in Design Award”

Bridge design recognized for promoting public safety and accessibility

Poughkeepsie, NY - Today, Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT) received an Excellence in Design
Award for their proposed design for a new pedestrian bridge as part of the planned Fjord Trail. Awarded
by the New York City Public Design Commission, the bridge design was specifically recognized for making
important public safety and accessibility improvements. The proposed pedestrian bridge would cross
the Metro-North train tracks at the base of Breakneck Ridge.

“HHFT is committed to a vision for the Fjord Trail that meets the needs of our community and is
sensitive to the historic character of the Highlands region, and this bridge accomplishes just that,” said
Amy Kacala, Executive Director of HHFT. “This project is proof that making public safety and accessibility
improvements can work in harmony with safeguarding the environment, and we thank the Public Design
Commission for this award.”

The trail’s Master Plan features an ADA-accessible path that will be constructed around six entry points,
connectors, and trail banks. The 7.5-mile trail design also includes new sidewalks, restrooms, parking
lots, a shuttle system, and a Visitor Center at Dutchess Manor. The trail is currently in its initial stages of
construction, and is expected to be completed by 2031.

The NYC Public Design Commission considers a number of design parameters during their review
process, including the history and context of the site, maintainability of the design, how it will facilitate
the desired functions and programs, and how it can best serve the public. Other winners represent a
wide range of proposals reviewed by the Commission, such as parks, streetscape reconstructions,
artwork installations, infrastructure, prototypical designs, and large mixed-use developments.
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Hudson Highlands
Fjord Trail Breakneck
Connector Bridge

Fishkill, NY between Route 9D, Metro North Railroad and
the Hudson River

A project of the Department of Environmental Protection, New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, and
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc.

Gray Organschi Architecture
Scape Landscape Architecture

The proposed bridge at Breakneck will provide an
essential connection for the planned 7.5-mile-long
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, a linear park that will run
between Beacon and Cold Spring, and affords visitors
safe passage over the railroad tracks, reconnection
to the riverbanks, and expansive views of the Hudson
River, Storm King Mountain, and Breakneck Ridge.

The structure will span over the Metro-North railroad
tracks from Route 9D, down to the Hudson Riverbanks,
and adjacent to the Hudson River Drainage Chamber
which is an early 20th-century structure part of the
City's Catskill Aqueduct system.

The bridge superstructure features gracefully arcing
girders formed from weathering steel, a material
that recalls the area’s industrial past. The girders hold
aloft a subtly curving bridge deck comprised of glue
laminated timber planks, a durable and sustainable
material, and steel side rails enclosed with a light
stainless steel flexible mesh. As an extension of

the regional ecology envisioned for the Hudson
Highlands Fjord Trail, the landscape surrounding the
bridge restores a regenerative palette of native trees,
shrubs, and grasses to provide habitat and frame
expansive views.

Design Team

Gray Organschi Architecture Lisa Gray, Principal;
Alan Organschi, Principal; Karen Scoftt, Professional
Practice Director Scape Landscape Architecture
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Manager; Sam Singer, Senior Project Manager
Scenic Hudson Ned Sullivan, President About the
Work Faye Premer, Founding Principal; Mary Hanna,
Principal; Chelsea Anderson, Senior Project Manager
Fast & Epp Paul Fast, Founding Partner; Kristina

Miele, Associate; Amelia Kabor, Project Manager
Department of Environmental Protection Rohit T.
Aggarwala, Commissioner; Vincent Sapienza, Chief
Operating Officer; Paul Rush, Deputy Commissioner,
Bureau of Water Supply; Todd West, Director of
Planning; Daniel Michaud, Chief, Upstate Water
Supply Capital Design Program; Emily Pereira, Capital
Design Project Manager; Alicia West, Director of
Public Design Outreach & PDC Liaison New York State
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
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Commissioner; Linda Cooper, Regional Director
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. Amy Kacala,
Executive Director
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