
 

 
 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail 
c/o Scenic Hudson 
One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-3157 
hudsonfjordtrail.org 

 
Contact: Amy Kacala, Executive Director, Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail:  
413.449.6723 /  akacala@scenichudson.org 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 11, 2020 
 
 

Purchase of Dutchess Manor Assures Preservation of 
Historic Property 
 

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail to repurpose as visitors’ center  
 
BEACON, NY (Dutchess County)—Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. (HHFT), the organization 
behind the planning of a long-awaited riverside trail connecting Beacon and Cold Spring, has recently 
acquired Dutchess Manor for future use as its visitors’ center and administrative offices. 

Perched above the Hudson River, Dutchess Manor has been a Hudson Highlands landmark since 1889. 
Built as a home for Frank Timoney, who accrued his fortune operating three brickyards at nearby 
Dennings Point, the three-story residence (predictably faced in brick) was converted in 1948 into a 
restaurant, inn and eventual catering facility owned and operated by the Coris family. Under their 
stewardship, Dutchess Manor was a hub for Hudson Valley residents and an enticement to couples 
seeking the real-life equivalent of a Thomas Cole painting as the backdrop to their wedding. To 
accommodate their booming business, the family made two additions to the building, an archetypal 
example of Second Empire architecture that was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
1982.  

As Dean, Georgea, and Harry Coris—grandchildren of George Angel, who purchased the Timoney estate 
in 1944—move on to the next chapter of their lives, they opted to sell the property to the HHFT to ensure 
it will continue benefiting the community and remain rooted in the history and landscape of the 
Highlands.  

HHFT plans to conduct a study in 2021 to determine other potential uses for the building and nearly 
seven-acre site. Its goal is to develop a repurposing strategy that retains the property’s historic identity 
and serves its restoration needs. In the meantime, HHFT has retained professional property management 
services to oversee the building and grounds during the transitional period before the reuse study and start 
of restoration. 

In his acceptance speech for the 2020 Beacons of History Award, presented to the Coris family by the 
Beacon Historical Society, Dean Coris said: “We fully believe that the new owner, the Hudson 
Highlands Fjord Trail, will serve the community of Beacon and the surrounding area in a beneficial and 
very important manner.” 
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Amy Kacala, Executive Director of Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc., notes: “We have enjoyed 
partnering with the Coris family on the transition of Dutchess Manor into a new role of public service for 
the future. Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will work over the next year to develop a restoration and reuse 
strategy for the location. While the specifics of that are still to be determined, we anticipate it serving as a 
welcoming center for visitors to the Fjord Trail and Highlands.” 

 
The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail will offer a linear park experience inviting people of all abilities to 
immerse themselves in the sublime beauty of the Highlands and river landscapes. It will serve as the 
gateway to some of the most breathtaking and popular day hikes in the United States, including 
Breakneck Ridge, Mount Taurus and Little Stony Point. Impact management, habitat restoration and 
easing the burden of heavy recreation visitation on local communities are all core components of the 
project’s mission. Completion of this regionally defining resource is projected for 2027. 
https://www.hudsonfjordtrail.org/  
 
 
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc., is a subsidiary organization of Scenic Hudson. 
 
 
 

 
Dutchess Manor in the 1940s or early 1950s. Photo courtesy of the Coris family. 
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Michael Coris tending bar in the early days of Dutchess Manor. Photo courtesy of the Coris family. 
 
 
 

 
Dutchess Manor today. Photo Ty Cole for Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc. 
 
 
 
For high-resolution photos, contact dtanyol@scenichudson.org 
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